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5. (amended) A ferrule according to Claim 1, said parting 
line comprising a ledge. 

6. (amended) A ferrule according to Claim 1, said ferrule 
comprising multiple bores and defining a multif iber ; ferrule . 


Cancel claims 1-16 without prejudice. 
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Kindly add new claims 17-20 as follows: 
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17. (new) A ferrule comprising: 

at leaBt one optical fiber bore; and 

first and second ferrule body portions joined along * parting 
line, said first ferrule body portion having a first width and 
said' second ferrule body portion having a second width that is 
smaller than the first width by at least about 50 microns, the 
width of said first ferrule body portion is defined to within a 
first tolerance, and the width of said second ferrule body portion 
is defined to within a second tolerance that is larger than the 
first tolerance. 


(Ta. (new) A ferrule comprising: 

least one optical fiber bore/ extending from a front surface 
to a rear surface of said ferrule; 

a shaft po rtion defining exte r ior surfaces of said ferrul e, 
said -il^eTIor surfaces at lea^ partially extending between 
said front and rear surf aces;/ and 

a. width transition, said widJh transition interposed between 
said exterior surfaces of said ferrule shaft portion, said 
width transition comprising k width offset 


- 3 - 


Received from < 8233275206 > at 6/27/02 1 1:49:31 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


• 

JUN 27 ' 02 11:35 FR CORNING CABLE SYSTEMS 8283275206 TO 917038729319 


P. 06/12 


Dean, Jr. et al . 
Amendment and Response 
Serial No. 09/460,552 


io a ferrule comprising: . 

a' '1st one optical fiber .ore emending fro. a front surface 

to a rear surface of said ferrule; . , ,-„ Q 

a shaft portion, said shaft portion comprising at least two 
exterior surfaces extending at least partially between said 
t ront surface and said rear surface, said at least two exterior 
surfaces comprising respective widths, the width of one of said 
surfaces being defined to within a first tolerance, and the ^ 
surraces s surfaces being defined 

width of the other of said at least two s 
to within a second tolerance that is larger than the first 

tolerance- 

90 (new) A ferrule comprising: 

"'least one optical fiber bore extending fro M a front surface to 

* -rear surface of said ferrule; and 

InlllthLllv forced first and second bod y portions an exterior 

— of the zr^szsz ro^ ^ion 

tolerance, and an exterior surface 

defined to within a second tolerance that is larger than the first 
tolerance. 
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